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Terms to Know

Primary Sources Secondary Sources

� original materials on which 
other research is based

� From time period involved 

� Not filtered through 

� accounts written after the 
fact 

� interpretations and 
evaluations of primary � Not filtered through 

interpretation or 
evaluation

� Ex: Diaries; e-mails; 
Interviews; Journal articles; 
Letters; Newspaper articles 
written at the time; Original 
Documents; Records of 
organizations, Gov’t. 
agencies; Speeches; Survey 
data

evaluations of primary 
sources 

� discussion of evidence

� Ex: Biographies; Criticisms; 
Dictionaries, Encyclopedias; 
Histories; Journal articles; 
Magazine/newspaper 
articles; Textbooks; Web site 



The Library  vs. The Open Web



Can You Really Find Everything

on Google?



http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/



NC WiseOwl Databases

Go to www.ncwiseowl.org



NC WiseOwl Databases



The Password is 

Always WiseOwl



Practice Using Keywords



Searching Your Topic



Narrowing the Results



Narrowing the Results



Narrowing the Results



Database Capabilities



The Gale Virtual Reference 

Library (e-books)



The Gale Virtual Reference 

Library (e-books)



The GVRL (e-books) Entry Page



GVRL Search Results



GVRL E-book Article and Tools



Practice


